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® There are different ways to get up a
hill: walking up, practising navigation,
exploring the landscape, getting exer-
cise; or choosing a cable car and taking
a selfie on the top. Likewise, education
can be a path of exploration, in which not
only the final result counts but every-
thing learned on the way. Or it can be an
exam selfie, “been there, done it”,
Simon Jenkins criticises the current
trend to reduce education to league
tables, replacing the path of learning
experience through a screenshot of
exam results. But his argument against
learning foreign languages attacks pre-
cisely what he is defending. He extols
“speaking, listening, debating”, “guid-
ing pupils through the human drama of
literature”, “revelling in culture”, Well,
that’s exactly what language learning
is about: a path of exploration through
the landscapes of history and culture,
science and technology, politics and
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e teachers in all types

Dr Thomas H Bak

economics. It makes you understand
people, their way of thinking and doing

improves attention and understanding
of other points of view, delays cognitive

of learning for life rather than just for
exams. If all you want from Germany is

you won’t need any German. But to

from them, yow’ll be better off learning
at least a bit of their language.

Dr Thomas H Bak

Reader in human cognitive neuroscience,
University of Edinburgh

® Ifind it odd that Anne McElvoy takes
exception to the attainment of top marks
in A-level languages by native speakers
of the languages in question (Any future
exam overhaul will need a lot of explain-
ing, 25 August). Would she prevent Eng-
lish native speakers being awarded top
marks in English in order to create a level
playing field for mother-tongue speakers

of other languages taking that subject?
David Head

Peterborough

® It’s not true that languages are only
taught because “they are easy to test,
quantify and regiment”. In fact, they’re
very hard to test fairly, as Ofqual and the
DfE have recently accepted. There’s a
much better reason for teaching them:
that they’re really interesting and mind-
opening, and appeal to the same mental
faculties as maths. (That’s becoming
increasingly clear from the rise and rise
of the UK Linguistics Olympiad - see
www.uklo.org.) .

. Richard Hudson Emeritus professor of

linguistics, UCL, Dr Lonise Courtney
Reading University, Dr Marcello Giovanelli
Aston University, and four others

Full list and more on language learning

at gu.com/letters
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Corrections and
clarifications

® A feature on the Something True
podcast highlighted an episode that
recalled what could be history’s great-
est prank, carried out by Virginia Woolf,
For any readers left wondering, the
accompanying picture of Vita Sackville-
West captioned as “Prankster ... Virginia
Woolf” was not part of the prank, it

was selected in error (Pod complex,

25 August, page 24, G2).

® Arogue “Lake” was added to
Windermere during the editing process
of an article about the all-England stone
skimming championships. As our style
guide says, it is Windermere, not Lake
Windermere. Bassenthwaite Lake is the
only official lake in the Lake District: all
the rest are waters or meres (Woman
makes waves in stone skimming’s boys’
club, 19 August, page 13).

® We referred to men who dressed up as
nurses to raise money for an NHS trust
as “Lundy fundraisers”. That should
have said Ludlow fundraisers (Health
warning, 24 August, page 5, G2).

The readers' editor's office looks at

queries about accuracy and standards.
Email guardian.readers@theguardian.com
including article details and web link, write
to The readers’ editor, King's Place, 90
York Way, London N1 9GU, or call 020 3353
4736 between 10am and 1pm Monday to
Friday excluding public holidays

Wellbeing tossed aside
in favour of elitism

Last Thursday my clever 16-year-old
daughter Rachel should have been get-
ting her GCSE results. A picture taken
at her school happens to illustrate one
of your articles online; I recognise the
children. But Rachel is not there.

of us by neglecting those who can excsl
at vocational qualifications. But only one
of your articles (‘We were guinea pigs,
but it was OK’, 24 August) talked about
the extra stress and higher expectations
created by the exams. The toll exacted on
my family was extreme: Rachel took her
own life in January, with school stress a
major contributory factor. Her story is at
antidepaware.co.uk/losing-rachel

As a nation we are facing a crisis in
teenage mental health. At the same
time, teachers are struggling with their
own stress, the spectre of the league

| tables ever-present.

Your editorial (25 August) says that,
although misprioritised, “the_refonns are
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